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however this discourse is presented today
universally, in real situations it is adjusted
to women who are almost the only visi-
tors to senior centres. Participation in
activities of leisure-time senior centers is
not only bound to the activities offered,
but also to gender-conditioned images of
growing old originating in gender senior
biographies. The research shows that the
discourse of an active old age comes from
aparticular image of growing old and
of womanhood/manhood and that first
of all it specifically disciplines women’s
bodies.

The conclusion of the conference
belonged to Zdenék Konopasek and
his reflection over a sentence said by his
five-year old son: “This is the first time
Iam doing it for the second time.” The
Konopaseks call attention to the fact
that uniqueness and regularity do not
exclude each other but, on the contrary,
they always go hand in hand. Everything
happens from certain points of view
both uniquely and regularly. According
to Konopasek, this quality of reality is
often ignored by sociologists who differ-
entiate the research-field into the unique
and thus suitable for qualitative research
and the regular suitable for quantita-
tive research and statistics. Konopasek
invited balance of this discord by sensitiv-
ity to both sides. The participants asked
the author to concretize this extraordi-
narily theoretical paper. The discussion
leader, Ida Kaiserova, then likened what
was said to a work of literature which has
similarly only several possible genres but
its uniqueness resides in an individual
working-out of those genres.

I must conclude this report with say-
ing that the working session of Biograf
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kept its name. Particular papers were
thought over, discussed and criticized
by the participants. Mostly the discus-
sion was serious, sometimes not so seri-
ous. The atmosphere of the conference
was not academically sterile — serious
speeches mixed with cries of the partici-
pants’ children, for whom a parallel pro-
gram was prepared; the speeches were
also coloured by the arrival of a Francis-
can nun who came to ask for what time to
prepare lunch.

Of course not all papers were of equal
quality and with regard to the scope of
the topic not all presentations were inter-
esting for every participant. Neverthe-
less, in my opinion. varied stimuli, both
scientific and non-scientific, and the
friendly and open atmosphere of the con-
ference created an environment rich in
ideas to which it is a pleasure to return.

Markéta Varikovd

Conference Report:
SUMMER IN THE CITY.
DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF
CULTURE [Lato v miescie.
Rézne oblicza kultury]
25%-26" June 2009, Krakow, Poland.

Another of the series of conferen-
ces devoted to urban ethnology/
anthropology took place in Polish Kra-
kow in June. It was organized by the
Polish Academy of Sciences, the Institute
of Archaeology and Ethnology, Depart-
ment of Ethnology; the Polish Academy
of Arts and Sciences; the Polish Academy
of Sciences, Committee on Ethnologi-
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cal Sciences, the Committee for Urban
Anthropology and the Polish Society of
Urban Ethnology. This time, a seemingly
light topic was chosen by the organizers:
Summer in the City.

Professor Bronislawa Kopczynska-
-Jaworska opened the conference by
summarizing the reasons for the begin-
nings of the interest in ethnology/anthro-
pology in the city and the development of
this branch of studies. The use of ethno-
graphic methods for urban studies was
indicated to be a special anthropological
characteristic. At the end of her open-
ing speech she highlighted the difference
between anthropological urban studies
and anthropology in the city. This con-
trast penetrated the whole conference
to some degree. The presented papers
varied significantly in themes, theoreti-
cal background and methodology — [ will
try to summarize them in several clusters
constructed according to emphasized
aspects of the given topic.

Blanka Soukupova presented the city
in aholistic perspective using historical
ethnology. In her paper Prague and Pra-
guers in Modern Times (from the 1890
sto the mid- 20™ Century). A Contribu-
tion to the Anthropology of the City [Praha
aPrazané vlété vmoderni dobé (od 90.
let 19. do poloviny 20. stoleti). Prispévek
k antropologii méstaJ, she described
adynamic change in living in Prague
in the summer (swimming pools, mar-
kets...) as well as in places where Pra-
guers can spend the summer outside the
city — all with respect to socio-political
changes of the first half of the 20" cen-
tury. Similarly, Franciszek Ziejka, a his-
torian of literature, followed in his paper
Summer in Past Krakow (Turn of the

20" Century) [Lato w dawnym Krakowie
(przetom X1X i XX wieku)] a picture of the
summer in Krakow mainly as a place for
rest connected with different traditional
religious and secular festivities. Renata
Hotda also dealt with contemporary Kra-
kow in her paper called Summer, or the
Time of Getting Away from Routine [Lato,
czyli czas zawieszonej codziennosci]. She
analyzed the use of the summer in the
city by both tourists and inhabitants and
adopted the view that the summer (holi-
day) in the city tends to carnivalization
and the summer is in all aspects a period
when routine revolts against normality.
The aspect of getting away from rou-
tine through festivities formed a signifi-
cant line reappearing in many papers. On
the basis of three case studies, Ryszard
Kantor observed the World of Streets and
Quarters. Forming of a New Folk Habit
[Swigta ulil idzielnic. Ksztattowanie sig
nowego zwyczaju ludycznego] in Krakow.
He concentrated on life in public spaces
using the metaphor of “street carnival.”
On the other hand, Grzegorz Odoj in his
paper Off-Festival in Mystowice. Creating
of aNew Post-industrial City [Off-Festi-
wal w Mystowicach. Kreowanie wizerunku
nowego miasta post-przemystowego] and
Magdalena Szalbot in her paper Festi-
val Horizons of Holiday City Tésin [Festi-
walowe horyzonty wakacyjnego Cieszyna]
(R6za Godula-Wectawowicz read the
paper) dealt with the change of the
town caused by asummer festival. It
was shown that a music or film festival
always changes the face of acity, even
for its inhabitants. In the summer of
Krakow itself, the city where the confer-
ence took place, there is a multitude of
cultural activities, as was shown in the
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paper Art Forms in the Offer in Krakow in
the Summer in the last five years [Formy
artystycznego uwiedzenia w ofercie letniej
miasta Krakowa w ostatnym pigcioleciu]
by Stanistaw Dziedzic, director of the
Department of Culture and National
Heritage, Municipality of Krakow.

Other speakers chose parts of the city
for their analyses. Jolanta Kowalska
in her paper Wild fields of Past Zoliborz
[Dzikie pola starego Zoliborza] followed
dynamic changes of this Warsaw quarter
from the 17 to the 20" century. On the
example of the Summer Salons of War-
saw [Letnie salony Warszawy. Ciaglos¢
izmianal, Andrzej Stawarz described
the stability and change of the genius loci
of the city at the turn of the 20™ century.
While both the above-mentioned authors
worked with methods of historical eth-
nology, Andrzej P.Wejland connected
phenomenological tradition with reflex-
ive autobiography in his paper Anthropol-
ogist in the Park. My Epiphany of Routine
[Latem w parku. Epifanie codziennoscij.
Interconnection of perspectives of
anthropologist and flaneur enabled him
to see the manifestation of transcend-
ence, to uncover the so-far unlearned
as well as to understand oneself or the
nature of epiphany. The subject of an
anthropologist is crucial in the divulgence
of the nature of a given place — Lodz Park
— and its interpretation in Alfred Schutz’
phenomenology of routine.

The commonplace involves not just
the world of things (though, they are of
course the easiest to grasp and describe),
but also the world of smells, flavors and
noises. Aleksandra Krupa in her paper
Good Smells and Bad Smells. Olfactory
Picture of a City [Aromaty i smrody. Olfak-
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toryczny pejzaz miasta] chose the per-
spective of osmo-sociology. On the base
of smell perception of Lodz, she created
five categories: 1. human smells, 2. bad
smells of different provenance (e.g. sub-
way, sewer), 3. market smells, 4. gas-
tronomic smells by Seweryn Wistocki
who in his paper Wawel and Skatka. Sac-
ral Space and an Attempt to Desacralize
It [Wawel iSkatka. Przestrzen sacrum
iproba jej desakralizacji] dealt with the
current commercialization of the river-
bank under the Wawel in Krakow. Piotr
Jordan Sliwinski devoted himself to
a particular phenomenon of the city sum-
mer — Beaching in the City (Especially in
the Case of Krakow) [Plazowanie w miescie
(szczegdlnie na przyktadzie Krakowa].
Focusing on the theme through Augé’s
concept of “surmodernité” (“super-
modernity” or “hypermodernity”), he
described beaching as away of having
arest through symbolic zooming out
from civilization in different city spaces.

Grazyna Ewa Karpinska used the
theme of the conference as a metaphor
and devoted her paper Ghetto in the Sum-
mer. The Hell of Occupation Heterotopy
[Getto latem. Piekto okupacyjnej hetero-
topii] to adescription of the Lodz Ghetto
between 1941 and 1942, i.e., before depor-
tations (that is why she used the metaphor
of summer). Using Foucault’s heterotopia
as aspace of illusion that exposes every
real space, she described the routine of
the Lodz Ghetto with its institutions and
organization structure symbolizing the
“normal” city; using the concept of hete-
rochrony the ghetto provisional arrange-
ment is perceived as eternity.

Because of the ongoing floods,
Magdalena Parikova did not participate
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at the conference with her paper Summer
in the City. Time and Space for Relax or
Culture Change [Leto v meste. Cas a pries-
tor pre relax alebo kulturnu zmenuj.

The conference was divided into five
blocs which were concluded by interest-
ing discussions. Methods and theories
were debated — e.g. defining and delim-
iting the “present,” possibilities and
potency of reflexive anthropology, dif-
ferentiating between the image of the city
and its identity, etc. Many papers evoked
spontaneous responses usually concen-

trating on comparisons of given aspects
of other Polish towns. In the end, Réza
Godula-Wectawowicz, chief conference
organizer, summarized the course of
both days as follows: “The conference did
not answer the question of what anthro-
pology of acity is or how anthropology
of acity should be done. It presented
various ways of anthropological seeing
of the city.” After all, avariety of per-
spectives is typical for anthropology and
represents one of the aspects that make
anthropology interesting.

Hedvika Novotnd
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